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ADMISSIONS & INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS 
 
Question:  I'm an overseas candidate, is there any kind of special 
support/information for this kind of situation? 
Graduate Admissions: SVA can sponsor your I-20 for the Summer Residency portion of 
the program.  
 
Question:  What are the score requirements for English as a Second Language 
students? 
Graduate Admissions: 1 - A minimum score of 213 on the computerized version of the 
the Test of English as a Foreign Language (TOEFL).2 - A minimum score of 79 on the 
Internet-based version of the Test of English as a Foreign Language (TOEFL).3 - A 
minimum score of 550 on the Paper-based version of the Test of English as a Foreign 
Language (TOEFL).4 - A minimum score of 6.5 on the International English Language 
Testing System (IELTS). IELTS is jointly managed by University of Cambridge ESOL 
Examinations (Cambridge ESOL), British Council and IDP Education Australia: IELTS 
Australia.*** Applications that are complete except for the TOEFL score will not be 
reviewed until the TOEFL score is received. *** 
 
Question:  Who should I ask for letters of recommendation? 
Graduate Admissions: You must submit three letters of recommendation from instructors 
or practicing professionals.  Instructors and professionals that you have worked with in 
the art field are encouraged, but recommendations are also acceptable from instructors or 
working professionals not specifically in this field. 
 
Question: When is the deadline for applications for 2010? 
Graduate Admissions: The deadline for the Fall 2009 semester is recommended for 
January 15, 2009, but rolling applications will continue to be accepted. The deadline for 
Fall 2010 has not been established yet. 
 
Question:: Thank you so much for your time!! The information was really useful. 
How do I apply?  
Graduate Admissions: ALL graduate applicants to the Fall 2009 semester are required to 
complete the ONLINE application form and submit the $80 application fee. The 
application form can be found through our website at 
http://www.applyweb.com/apply/svag 
Graduate Admissions: For application questions, e-mail: gradadmissions@sva.edu 
 
 
MPS DIGITAL PHOTOGRAPHY PROGRAM GENERAL 
 
Question:  How many students will be accepted into online program? 
Tom Ashe: We will have a maximum of 18 students. 



 
Question: Will you offer the MPS only online? 
Tom Ashe: No, the MPS program has been a traditional in classroom program for two 
years. This will continue, along with the online program in September of 2009. 
 
Question:  Can this program be spread out over more then one year? 2-3 perhaps? 
Tom Ashe: No, it needs to be completed in the one year, sorry about that. 
 
Question: Does the classroom program share the same thesis show with the online 
program? 
Tom Ashe: Yes, the classroom program and the online program will share the same thesis 
show. 
 
Question: [For the regular classroom program] the classes meet on Tuesdays and 
Thursdays only from 3-10pm....was there also a Wednesday schedule? 
Tom Ashe: Yes, for the regular classroom program there is also an every other 
Wednesday session for guest presentations. 
 
Question: Have you and your students begun to experiment with printing on 
substrates that are non-traditional such as art papers, metal, wood and fabric? 
Tom Ashe:  Although experimentation with different substrates is encouraged, most of 
the students have been working with more traditional printing substrates, but we visit 
some digital printmaking studios where they are printing on anything and everything.   
 
Question: How is one-year classroom course listed in the catalogue? 
Tom Ashe: The traditional onsite program is listed as MPS Digital Photography at the 
moment. In the new catalog it will be MPS Digital Photography On-Site Program. 
 
Question:: My interest is the photo documental, social photo and photojournalism 
this program is adequate? 
Online Administrator: yes, we have a working photojournalist in the program right now, 
but it is not specifically a photojournalism program.  Our students come from the full 
gamut of photographic practices, including: fine art, fashion, landscape, commercial, 
portraiture, travel, documentary, and editorial. 
 
Question: If someone has a personal or family situation, which interferes in the 
work, is it ever possible to get an short extension or one-week leeway? 
Online Administrator: Sure, we are all human and understand life happens. 
 
 
Question: Are there extra classes that we can see during the week besides the 
regular classes on Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursdays?   
Online Administrator: We record any extra sessions during the program for fall and 
spring. You are also able to audit a class during the summer. 
 
Question: Are the course fees for the online course up on the SVA web site? 



Tom Ashe: Tuition is posted but there are no official fees. 
 
Question: What is the credit total for all of these courses? 30? 
Online Administrator: 33 + 3 Audit Credits 
 
Question: Is there any way to get a more detailed look at the semester 
assignments/requirements? Due dates/timeline to gauge the intensity? 
Online Administrator: There is a weekly assignment, mid term and final in every class.  
You can assume about 4-9 hours of homework per week per class. 
 
Question: We only use digital photography in the program? 
Online Administrator: Yes, only digital.  But you can apply with images based in film 
caputure. 
 
 
Question: Would it work to commute from a nearby town in New Jersey in the 
Summer session? 
Tom Ashe: Yes, it would work.  Even some of our on-site classroom students commute 
from New Jersey [and Westchester and Long Island] through the entire year. 
 
 
PREREQUISITES / REQUIREMENTS 
 
 
Question: Hello, is Photoshop knowledge required for eligible students? 
Online Administrator: Yes, a basic skill set in Photoshop and Adobe Lightroom is 
required. 
 
Question: Is Lightroom software used in the program? 
Tom Ashe: We definitely use Adobe Lightroom.  And it is required that you have 
Lightroom. 
 
 
ONLINE COURSES & SCHEDULE 
 
 
Question: What would the class schedule be like for the online students? 
Tom Ashe: The semester schedule is the same. Online courses are taught in an 
asynchronous format and have no pre-scheduled meeting times. Registered students will 
receive log-in information for their courses. Requirements and deadlines for reading,  
projects, discussion, critique, assignments and examinations will be defined by the 
instructor throughout the semester. 
 
 
Question:  Can you give an idea of what the assignments are like and how 
instructors assess students' work? 



Tom Ashe: Assignments will vary from submitting images, reports, and running 
discussion on-line.  They will access the students work by email, on the department 
server, and on Black Board, the main interface for the online courses. 
 
 
Question:  Do the instructors give letter grades or narrative comments?  
Online Administrator: Both. 
 
 
Question: Does the Wednesday class does not apply for Online Students? 
Tom Ashe: Right, the regular Tuesday, Thursday and every other Wednesday schedule is 
not for the Online students.  Online students work on their own schedule. 
 
 
Question: This Connect Pro Meeting...is this how the online courses will be set up? 
Online Administrator: No, this is just for the information session 
 
 
Question: will we be expected to critique the other students often and/or 
extensively? 
Online Administrator: yes, you are required to be actively involved in the weekly 
discussion board and critique 
 
 
Question: Can you talk a little bit about how the online courses will be set up? 
Online Administrator: Yes, they will be set up on a weekly basis (following the regular 
semester schedule). YOU will log in an read through the lecture, view demonstration 
videos, be given your shooting assignments as well as your discussion topics. 
 
Question: When you say online students work on their own schedule, do you mean 
the classes are not live? 
Tom Ashe: That is correct.  The classes are mainly asynchronous, but the there will be 
some options for critique and group projects, etc., which will be done live. 
 
 
Question:: Is the weekly discussion board on Tuesdays and Thursdays or over a 
period of time? 
Tom Ashe: The discussion boards will be asynchronous, not live, but they will have 
deadlines for posting and contributing. 
 
 
Question: I'd consider commuting from NJ for the on-site program, but the online 
program would give me hours more time to do the work.  Your thoughts? 
Tom Ashe: It really depends on how you learn better. 
 
 



Question: Can you give of idea of what a shooting assingment consists of (i.e 1000 
photos) along with a discussion topic (5 page paper equiv.)? 
Tom Ashe: Shooting assignments depends on the class. All I can say is that it will be a 
manageable amount. 
 
 
Question: Not sure what you mean--interaction versus solo?  I was wondering 
whether missing those Wednesday sessions would be a detriment and if interaction 
between students was key? 
Online Administrator: There will be interaction between you and the students as well as 
the course content. And you will be responsible for logging on, reading the lectures, 
watching the demos and shooting the assignments (solo) 
 
 
FACILITIES 
 
Question: Can you talk about the facilities available to students during the summer 
residency? 
Tom Ashe: During the Summer you will have access to a Mac based computer lab for six 
hours a week.  You will also have access to large-format inkjet printers. 
 
 
Question: What about shooting facilities, lighting studios, etc for student use? 
Tom Ashe: We do not have studios at this time, but there are rental studios and 
equipment rental business very close to the school. 
 
 
AUDITING CLASSES 
 
Question: Can we audit a course from a different graduate program? If so, which is 
the maximum amount of credits we can see per semester? 
Tom Ashe: You can audit a total of two undergraduate and continuing education classes 
only. One per semester. 
 
 
 


